The Positive Appearance Center: an innovative concept in comprehensive psychosocial cancer care.
Every year, more than one million people are diagnosed with cancer in the United States. Many of the treatments for cancer cause temporary or permanent physical changes that, along with the diagnosis, may lead to altered body image and diminished self-esteem in patients with cancer. The Positive Appearance Center was developed to help male and female patients with cancer deal with the cosmetic side effects and comfort needs related to their diagnosis and treatment. The Positive Appearance Center is part of a larger psychosocial program located in a comprehensive cancer center and is open to the public. Feedback from patients has been positive. Patients have cited the products and services provided by the center as major factors helping them cope with the physical and emotional aspects of their cancer.